
Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.

2 Timothy 4:9-11 | 9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he 
loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone 
to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.

1. Face disappointment with GRACE.
2 Timothy 4:14-18 | 14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. 
The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard 
against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense, no 
one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 
them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me 
the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was 
delivered from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack 
and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

2. Face opposition with COURAGE.
2 Timothy 4:19-22 | 19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 
20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21 Do your best to 
get here before winter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and 
all the brothers. 22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all.

3. Face separation with HOPE.

NEXT STEP: Bless those around you this holiday season. Reach out and invite 
someone to one of our Christmas Eve services.
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Merry Christmas! Many of our Small Groups are taking a break for the Christmas season. Our next Small 
Group semester will be starting on February 3, 2019. Please use these questions for self-guided exploration 
into this week’s message.

Getting to Know You:
1. One key to dealing with relational difficulties is to cultivate the ability to forgive. Forgiveness tends 
to be more of a journey than a single event. Sometimes we don’t want to be on that journey. What are 
some of the reasons people have for holding grudges and not forgiving? Can you think of any signs that 
a person may not have forgiven someone?

Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted 
down or underlined this week?

Digging Deeper:
1. One of the keys to navigating relational chaos is to develop the skill of empathy. Empathy is working 
to understand the experience and emotions of another person. How might the verses below help us to 
develop empathy and the ability to love the “fruitcakes” in our lives?

Ephesians 5:8          Matthew 9:36          Romans 5:6          Colossians 1:21
Which one of these verses inspires you the most to be empathetic towards others? Why?
2. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus challenged a number of common teachings of the day on such 
topics as prayer, anger, divorce, and love. Read Matthew 5:43-48. What misconceptions about love 
and loving others did Jesus address?
What motivations do you see in this passage for loving others (even those that may be hard to love)? 
What do you think it looks like in real life to love your enemy?

Application:
1. As we approach Christmas and the inevitable Christmas gatherings, who are some of the people 
that you would need to show more love to? How do you plan to go about accomplishing this? What are 
some ways you can show more grace, courage, and hope in some of your more difficult relationships?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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