
Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.

What Is Christmas, Really?

1.  Christmas is about God’s gift of LOVE.
John 3:16-17 | 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.

2. Christmas is about God’s sacrifice for a RELATIONSHIP with you.
Matthew 1:21- 23 | 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child 
and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”–which means, “God 
with us.” 

3. Christmas is about your RESPONSE to Jesus.
Revelation 3:20 | 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

NEXT STEP:  Receive that gift of love.  Start off this Christmas season with a 
new perspective and join us for Community Christmas tonight.
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Merry Christmas! Many of our Small Groups are taking a break for the Christmas season. Our next 
Small Group semester will be starting on February 3, 2019. Please use these questions for self-guided 
exploration into this week’s message.

Getting to Know You:
1. Is there a particular food that reminds you of Christmas? What is it and what memories does it evoke for 
you?
2. What does Christmas mean to you? How has your perception of Christmas changed over the years?

Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted down 
or underlined this week?

Digging Deeper:
1. This week we have learned that Christmas is about the gift of Love. This gift comes to us in the form of 
God’s son, Jesus. As you read the passages below, jot down what they say about who the Son is, what He 
did for us, and how we benefitted from that.

John 1:1-5          Romans 8:31-39          Ephesians 1:11-14
Philippians 2:5-11          Colossians 1:15-23          Colossians 2:9-15

2. We have the advantage of viewing Jesus’ birth through the perspective of already having a good idea 
about what His life will be like and who He really is. Those who first met Jesus as a baby and child didn’t 
have this insight. As you read the passages below, describe the attitudes and actions portrayed by those 
who encountered Jesus.

Luke 4:14-28          Luke 4:31-37          Luke 5:12-16          Luke 5:27-31          Luke 7:1-10
What stands out to you about these people’s responses? Are any of the actions or attitudes above, similar to 
your first encounter with Jesus?

Application:
1. What are some ways you can respond to the gifts you have been given through the birth of Jesus? How 
can you share this gift with those around you?
2. Observing a personal Christmas tradition can be a way to remind yourself about the true meaning of 
Christmas. Is there a tradition that you can start (or restart) observing this year?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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