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Take time to celebrate your wins. 
Nehemiah 8:5-6, 9-12 | 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because 
he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra 
praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground... 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 
listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and 
sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to 
our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 The Levites calmed 
all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.” 12 Then all the 
people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great 
joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.

1. Always give thanks to God first. (v.6)
Psalm 95:2  | 2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and 
song.

2. God celebrates your righteous victories with you. (v.10)
James 1:12  | 12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having 
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised 
to those who love him.

3. Celebrate the fruits of your labor.
Ecclesiastes 3:13  | 13 That each of them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction 
in all their toil—this is the gift of God.

NEXT STEPS: Plan a celebration. What victories have been won either by your 
family or for your family?

Courageous Leadership

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.

November 24 & 25, 2018
Rise Up: Give Thanks & Celebrate



Getting to Know You:
1. Would you call yourself an optimist or a pessimist? Are you a glass half-full or a glass half-empty 
person?
2. What attitudes, actions, or character qualities would you use to identify someone as being a person of 
gratitude? How have you seen that ebb and flow in your life?

Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted 
down or underlined this week?

Digging Deeper:
1. One of the keys to celebrating wins is sensing God’s hand in all situations. If we don’t, we can easily 
become pessimistic and shortsighted. How was God’s presence revealed to Elisha’s servant in 
2 Kings 6:8-23?
Have you ever had a circumstance similar to the servant in sensing God’s presence or purposes being 
carried out far beyond what you initially thought?
How can Philippians 1:3-6 also help you build your confidence and hope as a follower of Jesus Christ?
2. This week we learned that we need to always give thanks to God first. To do this, we need to operate 
from a foundation of thankfulness. This best flows from knowing and remembering the benefits we 
receive from God. Read Psalm 103:1-19 and write down the benefits we receive from God that can result 
in thankfulness.

Application:
1. Write down a time when you felt God’s presence in a situation in your life. How did He help you? Have 
you thanked Him for this? How can you celebrate this victory?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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