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You will certainly face opposition. 

Nehemiah 4:7-8 | 7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the 
people of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that 
the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come 
and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 

When you are doing your best work, you will face your greatest opposition.

1. You may face mockery and ridicule when answering God’s call. 
Nehemiah 2:19 | 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official 
and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you 
are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?”

2. Do not let the opposition distract you from your great work.
Nehemiah 6:2b-3 | 2 ...But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers 
to them with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?”

3. We live in a broken world, not everyone wants good to prevail.

NEXT STEPS: Identify what stands between you and what God wants you to be 
doing. 
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Getting to Know You:
1. Random Question: Do you have any phobias you’d like to break?
2. We’ve all had times when we started something off strong only to be tempted to quit when things got 
tough. What’s something you were tempted to quit but are glad you didn’t?

Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted down 
or underlined this week?

Digging Deeper:
1. Many times when we face opposition, it creates fear, and fear, in turn, causes us to start doubting God’s 
plan. Having doubts is not something bad; however, when we start acting on our fear, there can be major 
consequences, and often we will miss out on what God intended. In the book of Numbers, we see a story 
of 12 leaders who were told to spy on Canaan, a land God was giving to the Israelites. As you read through 
Numbers 13:1-3, Numbers 13:17-33, and Numbers 14:20-23, how do you see fear take root and alter the 
plan God had for his people?
Where have you seen fear or anxiety cause people to doubt God or compromise their beliefs like the 
Israelites we just read about? Can you think of any fears that seemed like giants at the time, but ended up 
being much smaller?
2. When we start meeting opposition in executing a God-given vision, we need to be careful that we don’t 
run or make compromises when things start getting tough. Read Psalm 73:1-5. How was Asaph tempted to 
compromise or take the easy way out? How often do you think people have a temptation like Asaph’s? What 
are some of the shortcuts we may be tempted to take in today’s world?
Now read Psalm 73:13-17 and Psalm 73:26-28. How did Asaph avoid taking the easy way out?
When you find yourself battling opposition, what are the shortcuts you are most tempted to take? How might 
taking a shortcut short-circuit what God wants to do or reveal to you?

Application:
1. Are there any areas of your life where you know you are meeting opposition to God’s plan for your life? 
Take the time to write down a prayer for these areas. What steps can you take this week to strengthen 
yourself against this opposition?
2. Looking back on this week’s message and discussion questions, what is the most important point for 
you to remember?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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