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When you see a need, Rise Up.
Nehemiah 1:1-4 | 1In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the 
citadel of Susa, 2Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, 
and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also 
about Jerusalem. 3They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in 
the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, 
and its gates have been burned with fire.” 4When I heard these things, I sat down and 
wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.

1. Recognize the troubles of OTHER people. 

2. Knowledge of BROKENNESS can be heartbreaking. (v.3)

3. Acknowledgment is not enough, DO SOMETHING about it.

Nehemiah 2:4-5 | 4The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the 
God of heaven, 5and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant 
has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors 
are buried so that I can rebuild it.”

NEXT STEPS: Admit there are needs right around you and commit to doing 
something about it.
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Getting to Know You:
1. Random Question: Have you been pleasantly surprised by anything lately? If so, explain.
2.Have you ever felt like you missed a God-given opportunity to make a difference?
Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted down or 
underlined this week?
Digging Deeper:
1. This week we learned that Nehemiah’s heart was clearly broken for the troubles in his beloved city of 
Jerusalem. For Nehemiah, God has clearly given him an opportunity. Another Biblical figure who was given 
a clear opportunity to respond to God’s call was Moses. Unlike Nehemiah, Moses tried hard to come up with 
reasons to squander his opportunity! As you read the passages below, what do you relate to about Moses’ 
response and the risks he saw he would encounter if he accepted the God-given opportunity he was being 
offered?
Exodus 3:1-4           Exodus 3:10-12           Exodus 3:13-15           Exodus 4:1-6           Exodus 4:10-13

Are there any excuses you would add to this? Are there any that you might be prone to using?
2. Read Nehemiah 1:1 – 11. As you read, note down what Nehemiah’s prayer consists of. How would you 
summarize verses 5-7? What about verses 8-10? Finally, what does he ask God for in verse 11?
Now put yourself in Nehemiah’s shoes: You hear about Jerusalem and it breaks your heart, however, you 
have no means or way to get there – what would your prayer be? What can we learn from Nehemiah’s prayer 
on how to approach a heart-breaking situation?
Now read Nehemiah 2:1-6. What do you think drove Nehemiah’s boldness in this situation? One think to 
note is that the month of Kislev (Nehemiah 1:1) and the month of Nisan (Nehemiah 2:1) are approximately 
120 days apart! What does this tell you about Nehemiah’s persistence? How does it compare with yours?
Application:
1. You have multiple visions for your life. Some are clearer than others. To begin clarifying what you believe 
your future should hold, write a one-sentence summary of how you believe life out to be in the following 
areas:
• Career:
• Finances:
• Spouse:
• Children:
• Ministry
•________________:
2. Based on what you wrote down for the each area, are there any concrete steps you can take towards any 
of these visions?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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