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Mark 10:35-45 | 35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 36“What do you 
want me to do for you?” he asked. 37They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and 
the other at your left in your glory.” 38“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus 
said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with?” 39“We can,” they answered.  Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink 
and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40but to sit at my right or left is 
not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been 
prepared.” 41When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. 42Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded 
as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.”

1. Our aspirations can be OFF. (v.35-37)

2. Some are called to LEAD, but not all. (v.37)
1 Timothy 3:1| 1Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer 
desires a noble task.

3. All Disciples have a next step of OBEDIENCE.
Philippians 2:5-7 | 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mind-
set as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness.

We are never more like Jesus than when we are serving or giving.
My next step of obedience is ______________________________________________.
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Getting to Know You:
1. What is one of the silliest comparisons you’ve ever made to someone else (maybe they had better 
shoes, or better eyebrow grooming, etc.)? Why do you think we tend to compare ourselves with others?
2. Do you have a “spiritual hero” –  someone who has a spiritual life you strive to emulate? If so, are 
there aspects of their lives that you have a hard time emulating? Why do you think that is?
Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted 
down or underlined this week?
A video-based study entitled, “A Contrarian’s Guide to Knowing God,” is available on RightNow Media. 
To get your free account, go to the Resources page on our website (www.fotp.church/resources).  Watch 
Session 5 this week. Group leaders: You may use this discussion guide or choose to download the 
participant’s handout that accompanies the video study.
Digging Deeper:
1. This week we learned about discipleship vs. leadership. Jesus was no stranger to the disciples 
misunderstanding discipleship. Read John 21:1-19. Keep in mind, that prior to this text, Peter had 
denied knowing Jesus three times before watching Him (Jesus) be crucified.
What opportunity is Jesus offering Peter in this section of text?
What step of obedience was Jesus calling Peter into? Based on the dialog between Peter and Jesus, 
can you discern what Peter’s obedience would declare to Jesus? What does this tell us about our own 
obedience to Christ’s unique calling in our life?
2. Now read John 21:20-22. In light of what you’ve learned about discipleship, what jumps out at you 
about Peter’s question in verse 21?  How does Jesus respond to Peter? What conclusions can you 
draw about comparing yourself to others through this interaction?
Application:
1. Note down what your next small step of obedience is. Is there anything standing in the way between 
you and your next act of obedience?
2. What changed for you in your view of your relationship with God through this series? What can you do 
this week to put these changes into practice?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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