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Hebrews 11:32-40 | 32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about 
Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 
33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 
promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, and es-
caped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who be-
came powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35Women received back their dead, 
raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so 
that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and flogging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were put to death by stoning; [a] they 
were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 
39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40since God had planned something better for us so that only together with 
us would they be made perfect. 

Faith and doubt can co-exist.

1. Having strong FAITH doesn’t GUARANTEE success. (v. 35-37)

2. FAITH has to do with OBEDIENCE. (v. 40)

• Obedience is about trust. 

• Even if He doesn’t do what I want, can I still trust? 

3. STRUGGLING with your faith is EVIDENCE of your faith.

Take your next step of obedience…
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Getting to Know You:
1. Have you ever wondered if a car, airplane, bridge, boat, or other item was sturdy enough to reach its desti-
nation? What happened? Did it make it? Did you arrive safely?
2. This week’s message focused on faith. How have you defined faith in the past? Is it something you can get 
more or less of? How would you describe someone who has a lot of faith, and someone with little faith?
Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused, or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted down or 
underlined this week?
A video-based study entitled, “A Contrarian’s Guide to Knowing God,” is available on RightNow Media. To get 
your free account, go to the Resources page on our website (www.fotp.church/resources).  Watch Session 2 
this week. Group leaders: You may use this discussion guide or choose to download the participant’s hand-
out that accompanies the video study.
Digging Deeper:
1. Read Matthew 26:36-46. What picture do you get of Jesus in this passage? What human emotions do 
we see in Him?  How does Jesus’ faith compare with that of his disciples?
What can we learn about faith from Jesus’ initial reluctance to accept God’s will (look at what He asks His 
Father for three times)? 
2. Read Hebrews 11:32-40. What are the two outcomes of faith experienced? Is outcome a good determin-
er of faith? Why or why not.
Application:
1. When you look at your own life – the way you’ve thought of faith – what might need to change in light of 
what you learned in the message and discussion? What have you been doing well?
2. What small step of obedience in your life can you respond to today? This week?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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