
Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.

Nehemiah 6:1-4 (ESV) | 1 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab 
and the rest of our enemies heard that I had built the wall and that there was no 
breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 2 
Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together at Hakke-
phirim in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3 And I sent messengers 
to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the 
work stop while I leave it and come down to you?” 4 And they sent to me four times in 
this way, and I answered them in the same manner.

God wants to do great things through you, but it takes commitment. 

1. Commit to right wrong. 

Nehemiah 2:4b-5 | 4 Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the 
king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him 
send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.”

2. You will certainly face opposition. (v.2)

1 Peter 4:12-14 | 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you.

3. Do not come down until your work is done.

Galatians 6:9 | 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

NEXT STEPS: Identify the one thing that needs your full attention right now and 
make a commitment to doing a great work.
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Our spring semester is now over! The next semester will ramp up in the Fall. Enjoy your summer!

Getting to Know You:
1. Spend some time pondering this question:

 Do I measure God’s blessings by the prosperity of life or my closeness to Him?

Quick Review:
Looking back over your listening guide from this week’s message, were there any particular points or 
Scripture passages that challenged, confused or caught your attention? Is there anything you noted down or 
underlined this week?

Digging Deeper:
1. This week we looked at Nehemiah. It would have been easy for Nehemiah to throw in the towel and turn 
away from God in frustration, yet he remained committed to his calling. Read the following passages and see 
how Isaiah, Solomon, and the Apostle Paul vented their feelings. Can you relate with any of them?

Isaiah 49:1-7        Ecclesiastes 2:17-26        Romans 7:14-25

Now read Matthew 6:25-34 and Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. How can these two passages give these men (Isa-
iah, Solomon, and Paul) a game plan for working through their frustration?
Write down one or two things that can help when you are feeling frustrated and ready to walk away.

Application:
1. Based on the question, “Do I measure God’s blessings by the prosperity of life or my closeness to Him?”,are 
there things you need to rearrange/reevaluate/reprioritize in your daily/weekly/monthly routine?

Further Study & Discussion Questions
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