
Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/sermon-series to watch or listen to previous messages.

1 Samuel 15:10-11 | 10 Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have made Saul 
king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, 
and he cried out to the Lord all that night.

Failed leaders...

1. Failed leaders substitute words for actions.
    
1 Samuel 15:13 | 13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord bless you! I have carried out 
the Lord’s instructions.”

James 1:22 | 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

2. Failed leaders give excuses and place blame.

1 Samuel 15:14-15, 24-25 | 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? 
What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?” 15 Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Ama-
lekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally 
destroyed the rest…” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the Lord’s command and 
your instructions. I was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin 
and come back with me, so that I may worship the Lord.”

Proverbs 28:13 | 13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and 
renounces them finds mercy.

3. Failed leaders make it all about themselves.

1 Samuel 15:12 | 12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, 
“Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and 
gone on down to Gilgal.”

1 Samuel 15:26 | 26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word 
of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!”

Truly successful leaders have both integrity and resolve.

Proverbs 11:3 | 3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity.

Honorable Leadership

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.
June  3 & 4, 2017



Getting to Know You:
1. What was your favorite cartoon, comic book or television character when you were growing up? 
    What did you like about that character?

2. Many of us have two or three great leaders that we respect and admire. 
    What are one or two of their character traits that stand out to you?

   
Quick Review:
    Is there something you wrote down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? What was it? 
    Was there something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:
1. One thing that Saul lacked was teachability. How would you rate your teachability on a scale of 1-10 
    (1 being unteachable and 10 being extremely teachable)? 
    Now read the following verses and see if it changes your personal teachability rating:

Proverbs 12:1          Proverbs 28:13          James 1:19          2 Timothy 2:15

    Is there something in one of these verses that you need to pay more attention to?

2. Many of us have experienced the consequences of someone else’s lack of integrity. The choices that others make 
    can have a lasting negative impact on us. In the same way, our choices can have a lasting impact on those around us. 
    How could the following verses help you make honorable choices?

Romans 5:3-4               2 Corinthians 1:3-4               2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Application:
1. This week, we looked at a negative example of leadership. Of the three attributes of a failed leader, which one 
    are you most susceptible to? What can you implement this week to help you combat this?

2. Is there a verse from this week’s message or this study that can help strengthen your resolve when you feel weak? 
    Work on memorizing this verse over the next week.
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