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Matthew 22:37-39 | 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest command-
ment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

We are hardwired for three relationships: God, Others & Ourselves

Luke 7:36-39 | 36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he 
went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who 
lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came 
there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed 
them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching 
him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

Sitting at God’s Table: Our most important relationship

1.You don’t need a formal invitation.

2. Your past doesn’t matter.

3. Let God empower you to experience healthy relationships.

Luke 7:44-50 | 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a 
kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You 
did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever 
has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

•     … by accepting His forgiveness

•     … by accepting His peace

Courageous Leadership

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.
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Getting to Know You:
1. Have you ever “crashed” a party or event? If so, how did it work out? If not, why not?

2. When you’ve made a mistake or blown it at your job or in a relationship, how do you usually respond?
□ Keep quiet and hope no one notices. 
□ Go immediately and fess up.
□ Try to do something nice to make up for what you’ve done.
□ Rationalize it – “everyone makes mistakes”.
□ Assume others will overlook it.

How do your answers above compare with how you respond to God when you’ve blown it with Him?

Quick Review:
Is there something you noted down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? What was it? Was 
there something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:
1. Why is it hard for many to come to God’s table and meet with Him? Read Colossians 1:21, Romans 
1:18-25, Romans 8:5-8 and Titus 3:3. What do these verses teach us about our reluctance to encounter 
God? How do they reinforce our need for forgiveness?

If you were talking about forgiveness with someone without a church background, how would you answer 
the following questions?

You seem like a good person, why do you need your sins forgiven?
What does Jesus’ death on the cross have to do with the forgiveness of my sins?

2. Read Matthew 18:21-35. How does this parable illustrate the concept of how God’s forgiveness can 
empower us to have healthy relationships with others (i.e. our marriage, families, work, friends, etc.)?
What are some signs that a person may not have forgiven someone? What are the signs that they have?

Application:
1. Write (or say) a brief prayer of thanks to God for His forgiveness and what it cost Him to provide it.

2. What are some ways you can increase your interaction with God today? (Suggestions: institute a daily 
quiet time, journaling, more prayer, gratitude journal, weekly scripture memorization, etc.).

Further Study & Small Group Discussion Questions
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