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Weekly Sermon Notes 

Fruitful Living 
[Look for this and past messages on iTunes.] 

 
 

John 15:1-11 | 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 
10If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

 
1.  The good life is a fruitful life. 

2.  Fruitful living is walking in step with Jesus. 

3.  How to live a fruitful life: 

 Stay close to Jesus. (v.5) 

 Pray. (v.7, 8) 

 Follow the teachings of Jesus. (v.10) 

Your next step in the good life: ___________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted. 
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Teaching Pastors use the NIV Thinline Reference, Thumb Indexed Bible by Zondervan. 

See page 2 for LIFEGroup & Family Discussion Questions 
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LIFEGroup & Family Discussion Questions 
 

Welcome to the Spring 2017 Small Group Semester! In your first meeting of the semester, don’t feel that you need to get through 
all of these discussion questions. An important part of your first meeting is spending time to connect (or re-connect) with each 
other. 
 
Getting to Know You:  
1. What is a favorite pastime or hobby of yours, and when was the last time you were able to participate in it? 

2. Who was your most memorable teacher in elementary school and what made him or her so memorable? 

Quick Review:  
Was there one point from this week’s sermon that particularly caught your attention, challenged you or confused you? Anything that you 
noted down on your listening guide? 
 

 
Digging Deeper:  
1. As we learned this week, prayer is absolutely critical in keeping us connected to God. Read the following verses about prayer: 

 
Philippians 4:6-7               Romans 8:26-27               Psalm 145:18-19               Matthew 6:7-8 
 
How can you incorporate the teaching of these passages into your prayer life? 

2. Staying connected to the vine can be difficult. But we learned that staying close to Jesus and following His teachings will give us a fruitful 
life – the good life! Read Psalm 19:7-14 and Psalm 1:1-3. Based on what you read in these verses – what are some of the benefits of 
being receptive and responsive to God’s teachings? Have you experienced any of these benefits in your life? Which of these benefits can 
you use the most right now? 
      

Application: 
1. Note down specific prayer requests from people in your small group – commit to pray for each request every day this week! 

2. In the message this week, you were encouraged to spend Monday applying what you learned: being intentional about listening and  
looking for God’s presence, praying and listening for His guidance and then actually following His leading. If you have already done this  
– how did it go? Did it make a difference in your day? Commit to applying this again tomorrow!  
 
 
 
If you haven’t yet done this: Commit to doing this tomorrow! 
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