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Weekly Sermon Notes 

Serving Each Other 
[Look for this and past messages on iTunes.] 

 

 

John 13:1-11 | 1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Fa-
ther had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will un-
derstand.” 8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with 
me.” 9“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10Jesus answered, “Those 
who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 
you.” 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
 

Jesus came to serve, not be served. 
 

John 13:12-17 | 12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you under-
stand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

1. The good life is about serving, not being served.  
 

2. Three good reasons why serving others is the good life: 

 You become a little more like Jesus. (vv.14,15) 

 You become a little less selfish. (v.16) 

 You are blessed when you serve. (v.17) 

 

Your next step in the good life: ___________________ 

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted. 
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Teaching Pastors use the NIV Thinline Reference, Thumb Indexed Bible by Zondervan. 

See page 2 for LIFEGroup & Family Discussion Questions 
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LIFEGroup & Family Discussion Questions 
 
 
 

The Spring 2017 semester will begin on February 5, 2017. In the meantime, please use these questions as a family  
devotional or personal study. 

Getting to Know You:  
1. Serving others can be defined as meeting another person’s need. Can you think of a time when you stepped out of your comfort zone to meet 

someone’s needs? How did it make you feel? 

2. Have you ever been on the receiving end of someone serving you? Explain the circumstances and how it affected you. 
 

 

Quick Review:  
Was there one point from this week’s sermon that particularly caught your attention, challenged you or confused you? Anything that you noted 
down on your listening guide? 
 

 
Digging Deeper:  
1. Jesus boiled down our assignment to its simplest form – love God and love others. How can the following verses help motivate you to get  

beyond good intentions and love those around you by serving them? 
 
     Matthew 22:37-40               James 1:27               James 2:14-18               1 John 3:16-18 

2. We can’t claim to love God if we don’t love our neighbor. Loving our neighbor often involves showing compassion for those who are spiritually 
lost and in need. What do we learn in the following passages about Jesus’s attitude towards those that are spiritually lost and in need? 
 
     Mark 1:40-42                      Matthew 9:35-38 
 

What is your usual response to those that are “like sheep without a shepherd”? 

Application: 

1. What step can you take to make serving others part of your daily lifestyle and mindset? 

2. Does anyone come to mind when you ask yourself “Who could use my help this week?” What could you do to specifically help that person? 
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