
Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.

James 4:13-17 | 13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or 
that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not 
even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such 
boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it 
is sin for them.

Faith Fill Up: Trust the Navigator

1. Where do you want to go?  (v. 13) 
    … Jesus or money?

2. Ask for directions.  (v. 15) 
 Why? … We are not that smart … We have poor visibility. 

3. Enjoy the drive.  (v. 17)  
• Travel light
• Expect re-routing
• Look for the good
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Getting to Know You:
1. When was the last time you got lost? How did you get yourself back on the right route? Did you need 
to stop and ask directions or consult a map?

2. Do you remember a time when things didn’t go as planned, but actually turned out much better than 
you could have imagined? 

Quick Review:
Is there something you noted down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? What was it? Was 
there something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:
1. This week’s passage from James (James 4:13-17) reminds us of how short life can be. We must be 
intentional in not missing the opportunity to live the life God wants for us and make a difference in the 
world. Unfortunately, life’s distractions often cause us to focus our time on less important tasks. What 
priorities do the following verses tell us to get busy doing and not put off until a more convenient time?

  Proverbs 3:27       Proverbs 6:2-5       Matthew 5:23-26       Ephesians 5:8-20       Colossians 4:4-6

What are some of the things that distract from these priorities?

2. We learned this week that only God can see the whole map and we never know when life is going to 
take a major turn. Read Isaiah 55:8-11. How does this passage help you live “in the now” for Jesus in the 
light of life taking a sudden, unexpected turn? Is this passage frustrating to you? Does it cause you to be 
thankful for anything?

Application:
1. Looking back at what you observed by reading the verses in question 1 of the Digging Deeper section 
– is there anyone you need to talk to or immediate action you need to take? If so, think through how you 
might start making it happen.

2. Are you having difficulty making a decision about something in your life? What steps can you take to 
proceed in a Godly way? Is there somebody you trust that can help advise you? Have you sought God’s 
guidance? Is your pride getting in the way? What steps can you take to break the “roadblock”?

Further Study & Small Group Discussion Questions
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