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James 2:14-26 | 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will 
say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that-and shudder. 20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture 
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteous-
ness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous 
by what they do and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the 
prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and 
sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without deeds is dead.

Faith Fill Up: Make sure your tank is full enough to overflow.

1.Be wary of “Empty Tank” faith:

• Lip Service Only faith
• Intellectual Only faith
• Fruitless faith

2. Cultivate “Full Tank” faith:
• Love God
• Pursue Truth
• Act in Obedience

3. Practice “Overflowing” faith.

Courageous Leadership

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.
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Getting to Know You:
1. When it comes to filling up your car, are you a “fill it up before it gets below a ¼ tank” or are you “keep 
going past the E” person? Have you ever run out of gas before?

2. Is there someone you look up to as an example of great faith? What are some of their behaviors or 
actions that demonstrate their faith?

Quick Review:
Is there something you noted down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? What was it? Was there 
something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:
1. Read Matthew 23:1-12. The Pharisees were arguably the most religious people of their time – in fact, 
many would have admired their “faith”. How was their “faith” not a saving faith? How does Jesus’ response 
illustrate the hallmarks of dead faith?

What are some of the characteristics of people whose faith you admire?

2. Now read Matthew 23:13-32 and contrast these seven woes with the eight Beatitudes that Jesus gives 
us in Matthew 5:1-11. How do the eight Beatitudes demonstrate true, saving faith? How would you explain 
each Beatitude to someone who was brand new to Christianity?

Which Beatitude is the most challenging for you to live out in your own life?

Continue reading Matthew 5:13-16. How do the Beatitudes relate to being “salt and light”?

Application:
1. Is there something that the Holy Spirit is prompting you to do that you have put on the back burner? What is 
the first step for putting your faith into action? What is stopping you from actually doing this step?

2. Looking back on this week’s message and study, what is the most important thing for you to remember?

Further Study & Small Group Discussion Questions
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