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James 5:1-6 | 1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that 
is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your 
gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh 
like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay 
the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the har-
vesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury 
and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You have 
condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.

Matthew 6:19-21 | 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Faith Fill Up: Your wealth is a double-edged sword.

1. Beware of the dark side of wealth.

The temptation to …
 …  Hoard it.
 …  Cut corners to get it.
 …  Trust it.

2. Cultivating a healthy view of wealth.

Courageous Leadership
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Getting to Know You:
1. How would you define “financial freedom”? Would you consider yourself financially free? Why or 
why not?

2. Studies have shown that people who make more money don’t necessarily become more generous. 
If increased income doesn’t increase our generosity, what do you think it will take for a person to 
become more generous?

Quick Review:
Is there something you noted down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? What was it? Was 
there something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:
1. We learned this week that the perspective we have of our possessions makes a big difference in our 
ability to be a joyful giver. Read Luke 12:13-21. What point was Jesus making in the parable? How 
do the actions and statements of the rich man in the parable differ from how God views money and 
possessions? Can you think of any decisions the rich man in the parable could have made that would 
have demonstrated a godlier outlook?

2. Read Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Proverbs 23:4-5, Luke 16:10-12 and 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. How 
does each of these passages help you become more content and generous while also addressing 
the unhealthy pursuit of money and possessions?  Which of these passages is most motivational and 
encouraging to you?

Application:
1. In this week’s message, we learned that cultivating a healthy view of wealth is a pathway. Review 
your listening guide from the message – where are you on the pathway? Is there a particular step that is 
tripping you up? What can you do to keep moving down the pathway?

2. The biblical view of money and possessions is counter-cultural. Our culture influences us to chase 
more of everything for 
ourselves. As you examine your life, are there areas where you let our culture’s cultivation of greed take 
root? Are there people, places or things that you need to start (or continue) to avoid?

Further Study & Small Group Discussion Questions
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